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Flash Mob Research 
 
Subject: Language Arts & World History Unit/Sub unit: 

Lesson: Research project Grade Level: 9 

GLE(s)/Standard(s) Assessed/Cross Curriculum: Alaska Content History Standards B1, C1, C3; Alaska 

Content English/Language Arts Standards A7, B2 

Application (i.e. Relevance): Students learn integral 
research habits and practice critical analysis of scholarly 
articles which will aid them both in and outside of the 
classroom. 

 

Duration of Lessons: 45-80 
min. 

Class Time: 2 weeks                Lab Time: 6 periods (library) 

 

Desired Results 
Lesson Objective(s):  
Students will understand the basics of how the spread of a culture has an impact on geography, 
humanities, religion, government, economy, societal norms, and science/technology. Change is 
ongoing, not just history. 

 

This Lesson is Differentiated by: 

Content:  _____ 
which is what the student needs to learn or how the 

student will get access to the information 

Process:  _____ 
activities in which students engage in order to make 

sense of or master the content 

Product:  _____ 
Culminating projects that ask the student to rehearse, 

apply and extend what he or she has learned in a unit 

Regular Ed X Regular Ed X Regular Ed X 

Sp Ed X Sp Ed X Sp Ed X 

ELL X ELL X ELL X 

Gifted X Gifted X Gifted X 

STEM X STEM X STEM X 

   
 

Pre assessment to determine readiness and/or interest: 

Students Need to Know: Students Need to be Able to: 

 Basic research skills (use of search terms 

and phrases) 

 Some historical background information 

for their assigned topic 

 Work in small groups 

 Read and summarize 

 Write notes 

 Contribute to a discussion 

Learning Experiences & Instruction 

Procedure:  

Guiding Question: 
What happens when cultures spread? 

Subtopic questions: 

What effect does trade have on a culture? (Arabian trade network spreads Islam) 

What effect does religion have on leadership? (Ashoka spreads Buddhism) 

What gives one culture the right to control another? (United States opens Japan's borders & European 

Colonialism) 

What effect does assimilation have on a culture? (Japan's annexation of Korea) 

What makes people rebel? (British rule over India) 

What effect can a complete cultural exchange have on the world? (The Columbian Exchange) 
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What events can force a culture to spread? (Roman Empire moves to Byzantium) 

How does being conquered affect a culture? (Spanish Invasion of the Americas) 

What makes an idea timeless? (Greece spreads philosophies) 

 
Activities (Guided Practice, Independent practice and Closure): 
Abstract: Students located articles using the library's online databases and wrote annotated summaries for a 

shared online spreadsheet created and published with Google Docs. All of the summaries were read, and notes 

were taken, by all of the students and that information was used in a graded Socratic seminar that assessed 

breadth of knowledge and the similarities and differences between cultures and time periods. 

Students were divided into groups of about 5 students each - some more, some less, depending upon the 

difficulty of the topic and question.  Students were placed into groups based on ability that had been recognized 

by instructors during first semester.  Those requiring more background information and guidance for the topic 

were placed into groups with a less abstract and more concrete topic and “big question.”  Students who tended 

to instinctively use higher-level thinking processes were placed into groups with more abstract topics and 

questions.  Every group but one combined both Honors and Regular level students, and SPED students were 

placed in groups according to ability.  Each student in the group found 1 or 2 scholarly articles based on one of 

the following topics: religion, geography, economy/trade, humanities/art, government, society, 

science/technology.  Students with a lesser research background were directed toward more encyclopedic-type 

databases (ABC-CLIO, Facts on File), while higher level students were guided to scholarly article databases 

(JSTOR, Google Scholar, Websco).  They then read the article, created a summary/annotated bibliography of 

the article, and posted it to the online database.  Finally, all students read and took notes on posted summaries 

to prepare for the culminating seminar discussion. 

 
Assessment: 
Project culminates in a seminar discussion, but could alternately culminate in a synthesis paper. 
 

Points Assignment Needed for an A 

25 Article #1 
submission 

correct spelling, grammar, mechanics; readability, adherence to given format; 
quality of source 

25 Article #2 
submission 

correct spelling, grammar, mechanics; readability, adherence to given format; 
quality of source 

25 Notes on other 
articles 

all articles are listed in the correct order with notes complete - notes may be in 
your own words but not overly brief -  

20 seminar pre-write all questions answered with specific references made to the text 

50 Reflection sheet 
post-write 

answers are complete, well-written, correct spelling, etc. and not overly brief 

80 Seminar 
discussion 

Tier 1 
These students were expected to have spoken at least twice with a thorough 
discussion of their thoughts on the question being discussed; no side 
conversations or distracting behavior; clearly being attentive to other students 
comments 
Tier 2 
Spoke more than twice, but not too often, making at least one explicit textual 
reference, and showing a basic understanding of the topic; expected to take 
notes if watching the first seminar; no side conversations or distracting behavior; 
clearly being attentive to and making connections to other students comments 
Tier 3 
spoke, but not too often; no side conversations; discussed ideas thoroughly and 
with specific textual references and connections to other students comments 
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Other Considerations 

Materials Needed:  Google Docs 

Resources:  Online databases 

References/Credits:  Dr. Michael Wesch, Kansas State University 

End of unit reflection:  This lesson would benefit from added time for students 

to improve research skills and reflect on classmates’ 

submissions.  We would also consider adding a current 

event component to the lesson to create further relevance 

for students. 

 


